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SUBJ: CURRENT STATUS OF FARAKKA BARRAGE 

1. DURING MY CALL TODAY ON POREIGN SECRETARY TABARAK HUSAIN, 

HE BROUGHT ME UP TO DATE ON CURRENT STATUS OP BDG'S 

DISCUSSIONS WITH INDIA ABOUT PARAKKA BARRAGE. HE SAID 

THAT, FOLLOWING RECENT CONVERSATION BETWEEN INDIAN HIGH 

COMMISSIONER AND BDG OPFICIALS, GOI HAD SENT BDG A NEW 

NOTE ON APRIL 1 1 PROPOSING I) THAT A TECHNICAL DELEGATION 

COME TO BANGLADESH IN THE NEAR PUTURE TO COLLECT DATA ON 

EPPECTS OP PARAKKA BARRAGE; AND 2) THAT SUBSEQUENTLY 

A HIGH-LEVEL INDIAN GOODWELL MISSION COME TO DACCA POR DISCUSSION OP 

MATTERS OP MUTUAL INTEREST, THIS DELEGATION TO INCLUDE A 

PARAKKA COMPONENT. POREIGN SECRETARY SAID THAT BDG 

HAD TODAY DELIVERED ITS REPLY TO GOI IN WHICH IT HAD 

SUGGESTED THAT THE ORDER OP THESE VISITS BE REVERSTED, 

I.E., THAT THE VISIT OF A GOODWILL DELEGATION SHOULD 
PRECEDE THE TECHNICAL TEAM'S VISIT, AND FURTHER THAT 
A PARALLEL VISIT BE MADE TO INDIA BY A BDG TECHNICAL 
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QUESTION ON THE INDIAN SIDE, EOR EXAMPLE AT THE EARAKKA 
BARRAGE SITE AND AT THE CALCUTTA PORT. HE SAID THAT 
THEY HAD PROPOSED THAT THE HIGH-LEVEL VISIT TAKE PLACE 
APRIL 15-20. 

2. EXPLAINING WHY THEY HAD PROPOSED REVERSAL IN THE 
VISITS, THE FOREIGN SECRETARY NOTED THAT TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS HAD GONE ON A LONG TIME WITHOUT RESULT AND 
THAT WHAT WAS NEEDED WAS A DISCUSSION IN PRINCIPLE ABOUT 
THE BASIS FOR FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES. 
WHEN I ASKED IF HE THOUGHT THE GOI WOULD ACCEPT THE 
BANGLADESH POSITION, INCLUDING THE DISPATCH OF BDG 
DELEGATION TO INDIA, THE FOREIGN SECRETARY CONFIDENTLY 
SAID HE THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD. HE SAID HE HOPED THAT 
WASHINGTON WOULD FIND THIS A POSITIVE STEP. I SAID I 
COULD ASSURE HIM THAT WE WELCOMED ANY STEP THAT PUT THE 
TWO SIDES TOGETHER AND OFFERED PROMISE OF PROGRESS ON 
THIS ISSUE. 
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